Congress of the United States

House of Vepresentatives
UWashington, DE 20515

July 17, 2003

The Honorable C.W. Young, Chairman The Honorable David Obey, Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
2407 Rayburn House Office Building 2314 Raybum House Office Building
UI.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman and Representative Obey,

We are wriling lo express our strong support for AmeriCorps and to urge your support for the
$100 million supplemental funding for AmeriCorps provided in the recent Senate approved
Legislative Branch Appropriations bill.

As you know, AmeriCorps has suffered devastating cuts in 2003 due to the accounting errors and
mismanagement of the Corporation for National and Community Service’s executives, who
oversee the program. We are disappointed that President Bush failed to request funds to stem
these cuts to the AmeriCorps program in his recent supplemental appropriations request, which
only makes your support for the $100 million supplemental funding even more critical.

Without an additional $100 million in funding, there will still be a cut of 20,000 new
AmeriCorps service members this year. In addition, hundreds of AmenCorps’ programs
risk losing their funding.

While we remain concerned about any errors caused by the Corporation and agree that its
leadership and the Bush Administration must take the necessary steps to rectify the situation, we
should not punish the thousands of innocent Americans who seck to serve their country and
communities for mistakes made by Corporation executives.

Without additional funding, the service programs, as well as the volunteers and communities -
which rely on their help - will be devastated. The infrastructure of many small programs, which
do not have the resources to sustain a significant cut to their budget for even one year, will be
destroved.

We should do everything in our power to reward the American men and women who have
chosen to serve the country and their communities in the hope of meeting the nation’s critical
education, safety, homeland security and health needs.

It is in this spirit thal we urge you to support the $100 million in supplemental funding for
AmeriCorps and to quickly resolve the AmeriCorps crisis.
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Sincerely,
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