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Report Highlights Need for Meaningful New Options for Parents 

 
 
 

“BAEO wants all American childr
higher education and they will hav
Kaleem Caire, President and CE
BAEO that Black America’s long-
political leadership is undermined 

 

“Until many more … minority students
integrate our society’s institutions com
States also will continue to be unable to
the value of an educated citizenry has n

A Publication from the Communications Team at the House Education & t
2181 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 -  
Message of the Day 
 accountability and new 

ions for parents are needed to 
e the achievement gap 

ween disadvantaged students 
 their peers. 

Parents deserve the opportunity 
to choose the best education 
available for their children. 
No child should be forced to 
remain in a school that will not 
teach and will not change.  
Giving parents new options 
helps hold states accountable 
for improving student 
achievement. 
Students have waited 35 years 
for meaningful reform in federal 
education policy.  They should 
not have to wait any longer. 
DAILY EDUCATION FACTS 
en to complete K-12 education successfully.  They will then be prepared for 
e the skills necessary to function effectively in today’s labor market,” said 
O, Black Alliance for Educational Options.  “It is unacceptable to 

held goal of racial and ethnic diversity among our nation’s economic and 
by the massive failure of our young people to graduate from high school.” 
QQUUOOTTEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  DDAAYY  
  

 … are very successful academically, it will be virtually impossible to 
pletely, especially at leadership levels.  Without such progress, the United 
 draw on the full range of talents in our population during an era when 
ever been greater.”  “Reaching the Top,” the College Board (1999) 
A new study by the Manhattan Institute and the Black Alliance for 
Educational Options (BAEO) released today finds that African American 
graduation rates are significantly lower than reported by the education 
establishment -- suggesting the achievement gap between disadvantaged 
students and their peers in the U.S. is even wider than commonly assumed.  
 
As the House-Senate education leaders put the finishing touches on a 
bipartisan education reform bill, the study’s findings reinforce the case for 
holding states accountable for improving student achievement and giving 
new options to parents with children in schools that refuse to improve.   

 
Manhattan Institute senior fellow Dr. Jay P. Greene, who conducted the 
study, found that just 56 percent of African American high school students 
graduated in 1998, significantly less than the 74 percent reported by the 
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). 
 
“Children who do not earn a high school diploma, much less a college 
degree, will have a much more difficult time achieving the American 
Dream,” said House Education committee chairman John Boehner (R-OH). 
“Fundamental changes are needed in our public education system to increase 
accountability and give new options to parents with children in schools that 
refuse to change.”  

 

The House-passed version of the President’s education plan (H.R. 1) allows 
Title I funds to be used to enable parents to obtain supplementary 
educational services - including tutoring, after school services, and summer 
school programs - for their children when public schools do not improve.  
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