WILLIAM BURKHOLDER
19032 FINK ROAD |
CENTERVILLE PA 18404

N \\NL}WW (‘/7\9 '
XRTRDDUCTION (- GREETINQ) TO (COMMITTER MEMEERS)

! Thank.you for nhq opprortunity. to preseat. to vou our- Goncérne
%bégardlng well intendsd child labor lawse. &and the adVerse impact.
“&ome-.of thomc-laws are aow’ having in our Amish. aommunxty. Lo. wur
wav of life. . . : S

o qi Aé 1°m eure YOou, ars awara\ children in our oommunity finiﬂh .
- ‘@lapsroom. achool in aighth #rade. learaning the ssssntiales of -
Sreéading, writing &nd arithmetic. While this learning is en
: gimportant part of shuping their lives, prepaving them for
rihddulthoed, thelr success with our way of life requires other
‘akille as we11 ‘Many of dur adult occupsationa have baen learned
bv doing.. Deapite 1iving {n a technological world, we have
“Iimited.-our. aelves. by choice. to occupations that 1eave tine for
our. falth in.God, and:for our familiea. Farming., carpentry, woodz
eﬂand metal ahopa. saw mille, harness making &énd furniture mwaking
uro ‘some of tha ways I . sure you recognlze we earn our liv1ng._

e -They are occupations that reinforce self reliance‘withln our
3,group or communiby as well as the work ethic. While many of your -
Lo own childten might have a computer at an sarly age Lo begin to
- “racquire tha skille they will need to thrive in a modern. faat
ipaced world. our ﬁocieCV requires faith and tradition to keep
U idteelt. tcgether to continue to thrive 1n a modern world. . Again.:
- “this tradition is .one of our faith in God., a belief ify che
- inpportance of our. femwilies. of self raliance within our group and .
" "hard work. These beliefa and lessons we share with our children.
. .even 8t a very young age.  They learn by our example and by -
doing.  We recognize that.child labor laws were made and’ needed
‘to correct abusee in the past.. Thego laws still help. insure that
‘childran are not. forced into unsafe, exploitive lebors. We hope
you recognize thHet we pursue the same goal A3 you- reearding the
~adfety of.our children o
- In 1871, the Suprema Court. by its decision 4in Yoder ve
’(Board of Educationy recognized the intent and purrose for us to
educate our children in our own schaols. Graduates from our
Amish schools are most oaften eager to prove themselves as ‘hard
workere. They turfi to' farm. shop, or mill ownere like mysslf, to
.earn an incope to get started on a farm or other business on
their own., This. is a cycle . that has repeated itself eucceaafullyv
: throughout the h;story of our community in the United StateB



X,
Desplna stlng land caana, PTOoporty  taxes. i0coms . taxes, uahool
‘taxes. atart up oqata for buslineop . buildings, equipment and
; machinery, cur young paopla overcome manv obatacles to start off
‘on their own in our comminity.

Fesidens a commitment to hard work
tn aclieve their goalaj they alsoc must rely on their familias .and
huainels awners 1ike myself to help them get atartad.

Sincerelv,“v

Wil ldam - Burkholder’
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