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January 7, 2014

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
AND THE WORKFORCE

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2181 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100

The Honorable Arne Duncan

Secretary

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20202
Dear Secretary Duncan:

On November 20, 2013, the Department of Education published a Federal Register notice
announcing the formation of a new negotiated rulemaking panel to examine six issues related to
higher education. As the deadline approaches for announcing the list of negotiators, we urge you
to ensure the panel is fair and representative of all stakeholders who may be directly affected by
the broad array of topics to be debated during the upcoming rulemaking session.

MINORITY MEMBERS:

GEORGE MILLER, CALIFORNIA,
Senior Democratic Member

ROBERT E. ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY

ROBERT C. “BOBBY" SCOTT, VIRGINIA

RUBEN HINOJOSA, TEXAS

CAROLYN McCARTHY, NEW YORK

JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS

RUSH HOLT, NEW JERSEY

SUSAN A, DAVIS, CALIFORNIA

RAUL M. GRIJALVA, ARIZONA

TIMOTHY H. BISHOP, NEW YORK

DAVID LOEBSACK, IOWA

JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT

MARCIA L. FUDGE, CHIO

JARED POLIS, COLORADO

GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN,
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

FREDERICA S. WILSON, FLORIDA

SUZANNE BONAMICI, OREGON

MARK POCAN, WISCONSIN

When assembling the negotiated rulemaking panel, section 492 of the Higher Education Act .
requires you to select individuals with demonstrated expertise or experience in the relevant
subjects under negotiation. During previous rounds of negotiated rulemaking, however, the

panels lacked a balanced perspective appropriate for any rulemaking process and

disproportionately represented perspectives favorable to the administration’s policy goals. We
hope you take this opportunity to break from past tradition and select a fair and balanced panel of

negotiators that represent diverse perspectives on the issues under consideration.

Thank you for your consideration of this important and timely request. If you have any
questions, please contact Amy Jones or Brian Melnyk on the committee staff at 202-225-6558.

Sincerely,

Kl ’

KLINE
airman

Committee on Education and the Workforce

VIRAINIA FOXX

Chairwoman

Subcommittee on Higher Education
and Workforce Training




