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April 27, 2010

The Honorable Arne Duncan

Secretary

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202

Dear Secretary Duncan:
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The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) provided significant funding to
create and enhance state data systems that will enable all states to generate and use education
data in a variety of ways. Such data is useful for district and school efforts to improve teaching
and close achievement gaps, but great care must be taken to ensure that all information is closely
guarded to protect student privacy. We are writing to request a review of state data systems’
compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

The Committee on Education and Labor held a hearing on this topic on April 14, 2010, to
more fully understand what student information is collected, how it is used, and what privacy
protections are in place. During this hearing, witnesses raised potential privacy concerns
associated with the volume and type of student data collected, particularly if it is done without
appropriate safeguards. Professor Joel Reidenberg of the Fordham University School of Law
testified that several existing state student databases appear to be out of compliance with

FERPA. This is alarming particularly in light of efforts to expand these databases.

Federal efforts to expand and standardize student data systems should not even be
considered when the security of existing data systems remains in question. Therefore, we request
that you direct the Family Policy Compliance Office (FPCO) to conduct a review of existing
state data systems and assess their compliance with FERPA. We would appreciate a report on its
findings no later than June 30, 2010.
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Thank you for your attention to this request. Please contact Mandy Schaumburg of the
Committee staff at (202) 225-6558 if you have any questions regarding this request.

Sincerely,
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David P. Roe
Senior Republican Member Member of Congress



