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May 25, 2012

The Honorable Virginia Foxx
The U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congresswoman Foxx:

On behalf of AMT - The Association For Manufacturing Technology, I want to thank
you for your leadership in sponsoring the Workforce Investment Improvement Act of
2012 (H.R. 4297).

AMT represents U.S.-based manufacturing technology producers and distributors. Our
members provide the tools that enable production of all manufactured goods. The
vast majority of them are small businesses facing an uncertain future. One of the most
difficult challenges they face is finding workers with the skills necessary for today’s
high-tech manufacturing facilities. They know the workers are out there, but many of
them lack the resources of larger companies to find and train them.

AMT has a plan called the “Manufacturing Mandate” which advocates for a national
policy that emphasizes the importance of building a 21st century workforce. At AMT,
we call it a “Smartforce.” Programs like the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) can help,
but only if they are run efficiently and provide real value to all stakeholders. That is
why AMT appreciates your efforts to reauthorize and improve the WIA. H.R. 4297
provides an improved framework for ensuring the maximum benefit is derived from
WIA funds by consolidating programs and increasing the role of businesses.

My staff welcomes the opportunity to work with you and your staff on this legislation
to build and strengthen the Smartforce. | am encouraged that you recognize that
leadership from our federal government is necessary to achieve this goal.

Best regards,

25

Douglas K. Woods
President
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