
Examining Early Childhood Care and Education in America

45Federal 
programs currently 
provide or support 

early childhood 
education and care. 

Race to the Top 
- Early Learning 

Challenge

State Fiscal Stabilization 
Fund - Education State 

Grants Recovery Act

Indian Education: 
Grants to Local 

Educational Agencies

Striving Readers 
Comprehensive 

Literacy

Child Care Access 
Means Parents in School

Special Education: 
Grants for Infants 

and Families

Special Education: 
Preschool Grants

Child Care and 
Development 
Block Grant

Child Care and Development 
Fund: Mandatory and State 

Matching Funds 

Head Start

Indian Child and 
Family Education 

(FACE)

Education for 
Homeless Children 

and Youth 

Title I Grants to Local 
Educational Agencies

Temporary 
Assistance for Needy 

Families (TANF)

The General Services 
Administration’s Child 

Care Program

Appalachian 
Area 

Development

Child and Adult 
Care Food 
Program

National School 
Lunch Program 

School 
Breakfast 
Program

Special Milk 
Program for 

Children

Full-Service 
Community 

Schools

Promise 
Neighborhoods

Alaska Native 
Educational 

Programs

English Language 
Acquisition Grants

Indian Education: Special 
Programs for Indian 

Children

Migrant Education: 
State Grant Program

Native 
Hawaiian 
Education

Special Education: 
State Personnel 

Development

Special Education: 
Grants to States

Special Education: Technology 
and Media Services for 

Individuals with Disability

Community 
Services 

Block Grant

Social Services 
Block Grant

Community Development 
Block Grants/Entitlement 

Grants

Community Development 
Block Grants/Special Purpose 

Grants/Insular Areas

Community Development 
Block Grants/State’s 

Program Grants in Hawaii

Reduction and Prevention 
of Children’s Exposure to 

Violence (Safe Start) 

Children and Youth 
Exposed to Violence

Transitional Housing 
Assistance for Victims of 

Domestic Violence

National 
Farmworker Jobs 

Program

Native American 
Employment and 

Training

Workforce 
Investment Act Adult 

Program

Workforce Investment 
Act Dislocated Worker 

Formula Grant

Indian Child Welfare 
Act: Title II Grants

Indian Education: 
Assistance to 

Schools

Donation of Federal 
Surplus Personal Property

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

D.C.

Florida

Georgia

Illinois

Iowa

Kansas
Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Missouri

Nebraska

Nevada

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina

Tennessee

Texas

Vermont
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Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

40States
plus D.C. also operate 
programs to provide 

early childhood 
education and/or care.

Quality early education and care programs can have a positive influence on the academic success and future well-being of our nation’s 
children. Before investing in new programs, policymakers have a responsibility to evaluate existing programs to ensure they are effectively 

serving children, families, and taxpayers.

= Federal programs that support early learning and 
child care or allow use of funds for that purpose. 

= Federal programs with an explicit early learning or 
child care purpose. 

= States that operate programs to provide early 
childhood education and/or care. 


