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For much of the 20th century, the United States bravely confronted the
threat of communism worldwide. As the Soviet Union oppressed its own
people and extended its influence abroad, countless Americans dedicated
their lives to stopping the spread of this repressive ideology. In 1987,
President Reagan famously called on Secretary Gorbachev to “tear down
this wall” at the Brandenburg Gate—a few short years later, the Berlin
Wall fell, the Soviet Union collapsed, and democracy gained ground
across the globe.

In the years that followed, democracy and Western values flourished.
But authoritarian regimes, like the Chinese Communist Party, have
chosen repression over freedom, indoctrinating their citizens to embrace
socialism and communism—ideals fundamentally opposed to American
values of liberty, freedom, and self-determination.

Now, we are seeing those same authoritarian efforts reach into our
classrooms. While some are now closed, the CCP established Confucius
Institutes on college campuses and Confucius Classrooms in K-12
schools, funding programs with untold dollars. Marketed as cultural



exchanges to teach Chinese language and culture, these classrooms are
in reality beachheads in the war for young minds.

That’s why I am proud to support H.R. 1005, the Combatting the Lies of
Authoritarians in School Systems (CLASS) Act, from Rep. David Joyce
and Rep. Michael Rulli. It’s an important piece of legislation requiring
schools to disclose any funding or contracts received from foreign
entities above a nominal threshold.

For too long, schools have allowed foreign adversaries to funnel
propaganda into classrooms—propaganda that rewrites history and
undermines American values. These programs are funded and directed
by the CCP’s propaganda arm, targeting children for indoctrination.

No lesson from an authoritarian regime comes without strings attached.
The CCP seeks to shape American students’ views of communism and
tyranny, softening opinions toward authoritarianism—and potentially
fostering replication of those ideas here. Already, we see these
influences on college campuses: instead of free speech and open debate,
we see censorship; instead of independent thought, we see
indoctrination.

This 1s why we must pass the CLASS Act. Confucius Classrooms and
similar programs pose real risks to both national and academic security
while promoting authoritarianism over freedom and democracy. As the
saying goes, “sunlight is the best disinfectant.” Greater transparency in
education will reveal where school funds come from and whether
foreign adversaries are exploiting financial ties to influence students.

By requiring disclosure, we protect American values, strengthen national
security, and ensure our children learn what is right, not what our

adversaries dictate.

Thank you, and I reserve the balance of my time.



Closing

H.R. 1005, the CLASS Act, is a critical step in limiting foreign influence
in our classrooms. Too often, foreign funding comes with strings
attached—especially when those dollars come from adversaries like the
Chinese Communist Party.

Students deserve strong education without indoctrination. Cultural
exchange is valuable—but it should never mean sitting through lessons
created by CCP propagandists attempting to rewrite history.

Our classrooms are becoming frontlines in a battle of ideas, and the
CLASS Act provides the transparency needed to protect our students
and uphold American values. Students deserve better than
indoctrination. That is why we must pass the CLASS Act, send it to the
Senate, and ultimately to the President’s desk, defending both our
children and our nation.

I yield back.



