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“From Playground to Classroom: The Spread of Antisemitism in K-12 Schools”

Chairman Kiley, Ranking Member Bonamici, and distinguished members of the
subcommittee: thank you for inviting me.

My name is Nicole Neily, and I’m the president and founder of Defending Education. I’'m also
the executive director of PDE Action.

Much attention has been paid to universities in the wake of October 7*; less well-known,
however, is the fact that K-12 schools across the country have faced similar problems.
Discrimination and harassment based on national origin or shared ancestry is never
acceptable —but when directed at minor children with a limited ability to defend themselves,
such behavior is particularly vile.

Yet frighteningly, our country’s learners are now being taught the world’s oldest hatred — by
the very people who parents have entrusted to shape the minds of their loved ones.

Today’s teachers are activists.

In most states, aspiring teachers must obtain credentials through education schools before
entering the classroom. However, many of America’s schools of education now instruct
teachers to view the world through an oppressor-oppressed matrix in which inconvenient
minorities like Jews and Asians are categorized as “oppressors,” that “teaching is a political
act,” and thatthe job is to “cultivate social justice activists and change agents.”’ Universities’
penchant for considering activism in faculty hiring decisions? has only worsened this
situation. It’s little wonder that our country’s children are being used as foot soldiers to
avenge perceived historical injustices.
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Unions are manipulating teachers.

Activists have spent the last decade infiltrating the nation’s two largest teachers’ unions to
enlistthem in the fight against Israel — an effort that has yielded significant dividends. Unions
have functioned as a superhighway to disseminate Jew-hatred for years, with support for
anti-Israel/pro-Palestinian resolutions coordinated through special interest caucuses like
the NEA’s “Educators for Palestine” and “AFT4Palestine.” In July, NEA members voted to
sever ties with the Anti-Defamation League at their annual meeting, only walking back the
vote following widespread public outcry.?®

This is an issue at not only the national level, but also in state and local affiliates as well.
Back in 2021, unions in Los Angeles* and San Francisco® both voted on BDS resolutions;
more recently, the Massachusetts Teachers Association has obsessed® over Israel, voting on
several anti-Israel resolutions,’®® hosting multiple webinars vilifying Israel,’®'"'? and
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promoting one-sided resources.’ And following 10/7, the Oakland Education Association
hosted a now-infamous unauthorized “Teach-In for Gaza.”'*

Activist networks create an echo chamber.

Classroom antisemitism is reinforced by outside activist networks like the Arab Resource
Organizing Center (AROC), which currently has a Memorandum of Understanding with San
Francisco Unified School District’™ to provide “workshops in classrooms” focused on
“cultural empowerment.” AROC has been a regular participant in disruptive pro-Palestine
protests over the last few years, shutting down the Bay Bridge'® in 2023 and occupying
Senator Alex Padilla’s office two weeks ago.'”"® In addition, groups like BLM at School' and
the Middle Eastern Children’s Alliance?® provide teachers with lessons and activities that can
be incorporated into the school day. The alleged value of these resources is repeated by
other entities like the Zinn Education Project,?’ creating the impression that these materials
have been vetted and widely adopted by fellow teachers.
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Accordingly, teachers spread biased information.

In classrooms, an alarming number of teachers have exploited their authority over students
to teach a one-sided version of the conflict to captive audiences of minors, 22 demonize
Israel,?® and pressure student newspapers to alter coverage of the war. 24?° Still others have
tried to influence coworkers, lobbying peers to donate to Hamas-linked charities®® and
confronting colleagues who dare present an opposing viewpoint of the conflict.?”

Administrative malaise encourages bad behavior.

Sadly, anti-Jewish incidents haven’t been adjudicated with the same determination as
similar acts committed against other ethnic groups — sending a clear message to students
and families that not all individuals are valued equally.

Many districts avoided making public statements after 10/7 unlike the way they did after the
death of George Floyd, the Atlanta spa shooting, and the Kyle Rittenhouse verdict. Other
districts simply swept problems under the rug; in California’s Sequoia Union High School
District, the school dismissed swastikas at a school as mere “Buddhist religious symbols.”?®
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https://nypost.com/2024/01/27/metro/nyc-teachers-twist-wheels-on-the-bus-to-celebrate-israel-hate/

24 Defending Education, “Henrico County Teacher Frames 10/7 Attack on Israel as ‘Hamas Resistance, Insists
School Newspaper Not Print Student Article about Impact on Community,” March 18, 2024.
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Pro-Palestinian walkouts — frequently facilitated® by administrators®® themselves — were
tolerated at a time when walkouts on other issues would be punished, demonstrating clear
viewpoint discrimination.

The time to actis now.

K-12 antisemitism is now a self-perpetuating ecosystem — and pupils are paying the price.
Although it won’t be easy to address this problem, identifying the root causes and vectors is
a critical first step — because American children deserve an education free from bias, and
Jewish students deserve an education free from harassment so severe, pervasive, and
objectively offensive that it interferes with their learning. Thank you.
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