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Perhaps the major achievement of the resistance in the temporary takeover of these settler-colonies is 
the death blow to any confidence that Israeli colonists had in their military and its ability to protect 
them.

Reports promptly emerged that thousands of Israelis were fleeing through the desert on foot to escape 
the rockets and gunfire, with many still hiding inside settlements more than 24 hours into the 
resistance offensive.

Those who had not already fled were being evacuated by the army from more than two dozen colonies 
near Gaza.

In the interest of safeguarding their lives and their children’s future, the colonists’ flight from these 
settlements may prove to be a permanent exodus. They may have finally realized that living on land 
stolen from another people will never make them safe.

The level of military engagement between the Palestinian fighters and the Israeli colonial forces is 
wide-ranging. It has included more than two dozen battle sites, with Hamas declaring 50 Israeli military 
targets for its operation.

Jubilation and awe 
The sight of the Palestinian resistance fighters storming Israeli checkpoints separating Gaza from Israel 
was astounding, not only to the Israelis but especially to the Palestinian and Arab peoples who came 
out across the region to march in support of the Palestinians in their battle against their cruel 
colonizers.

Indeed, Jordanian security blocked Jordanians who marched to the Israeli border from advancing.

No less awesome were the scenes witnessed by millions of jubilant Arabs who spent the day watching 
the news, of Palestinian fighters from Gaza breaking through Israel’s prison fence or gliding over it by 
air.

The resistance’s remarkable takeover of Israeli military bases and checkpoints, where even the 
resistance fighters marveled at the rows of abandoned Israeli tanks and armored vehicles, upon which 
they placed their banners, has both shaken Israeli society and struck Palestinians and Arabs as 
incredible.

No less striking was the capture of some of Israel’s colonial soldiers and officers in their underwear 
while sleeping. Images of humiliated Egyptian prisoners of war in their underwear during the 1967 war, 
not to mention those of Palestinian POWs in their underwear held by Israeli soldiers, continue to 
resonate in the Arab collective memory.

Among the high-ranking POWs Hamas claims to have captured is General Nimrod Aloni.
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The success of these incursions on the ground, coupled with the missile attacks against Israel, has led 
to the severe curtailment of commercial air traffic to Israel and the shuttering of all its schools and 
much of its economy.

Horrifying human toll 
After Israeli bombs destroyed the Palestine Tower, a high-rise with dozens of residential apartments in 
Gaza, resistance groups retaliated by launching large volleys of missiles at Tel Aviv.

The barbaric Israeli bombing of Gaza – including the targeting of civilian homes without any warning – 
had already killed more than 400 people including 78 children by Sunday night, according to the health 
ministry in Gaza.

More than 2,300 Palestinian have been injured in the Israeli attacks.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian operation has resulted in more than 700 people killed in Israel and more 
than 2,200 injured – all in all a horrifying human toll on all sides.

As expected, the international enemies of the Palestinian people rushed to declare support for Israeli 
apartheid and settler-colonialism and to condemn the Palestinian resistance.

This included the Palestinian people’s chief enemies, namely, the United States, the United Kingdom 
and the European Union.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, whose alliance with the West against Russia is pushing the 
world to the brink of nuclear war, joined his Western sponsors in condemning the Palestinian 
resistance as “terrorist” and asserting that “Israel’s right to self-defense is unquestionable.”

Meanwhile, UN Secretary-General António Guterres, not known for his love of the Palestinian people, 
found it in his heart to call for the return of “abducted” Israeli civilians from the Gaza Strip.

“Civilians must be respected and protected by international humanitarian law at all times,” Guterres 
said, calling for the “immediate release of all abducted persons.”

But there was no word from Guterres on the more than 5,000 Palestinian POWs and abductees – a term 
he never uses to describe the Palestinians Israel abducts and imprisons – in Israel’s dungeons. Nor did 
he express any consideration of the Palestinian right to resist occupation under international law.

3. What is the dominant Point of View 
(PoV) in this Op-Ed? How do you 
know? Support your answer with direct 
references to the text. 
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empowers Israel’s apartheid regime. Those who continue calling for “ironclad” U.S. support for 
the Israeli military are only paving the path to more violence. 

From the U.S., there are no sidelines.  We will uproot complicity where we are: we demand that 
the U.S. government immediately take steps to withdraw military funding to Israel and to hold 
the Israeli government accountable for its gross violations of human rights and war crimes 
against Palestinians. We commit to escalating our campaigns for boycott, divestment and 
sanctions to end the billions pouring into the Israeli war machine from corporations and private 
foundations.

Inevitably, oppressed people everywhere will seek — and gain — their freedom. We all deserve 
liberation, safety, and equality. The only way to get there is by uprooting the sources of the 
violence, beginning with our own government’s complicity.

4. What is the dominant Point of View (PoV) in 
this statement? How do you know? Support 
your answer with direct references to the text. 

Reflection Questions: 

1) What’s the overall TONE [general 
attitude] of these reports, 
statements, and opinion pieces? 
Compare and contrast TWO sources 
in your answer by identifying key 
examples of diction (word choice) to 
support your claims.

2) Which perspective(s) make the most 
sense to you? Why? 

HOUSE COMMITTEE COPYO

BUSD - 003685

CONFIDENTIAL / FOIA TREATMENT REQUESTED / FOR COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE ONLY



9 

3) Why should students in Berkeley, 
California, care about what’s 
happening in Israel and Palestine? 

4) What connections, questions, or new 
perspectives have you developed from 
reviewing these different sources? 
Write at least one down. 
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Video 2: "CNN Reporter Called Out For “Bias” Coverage At Rafah Border"

Background: “Where are our voices?” asked a woman at the Rafah border crossing, protesting against the Israeli 
aggression targeting civilians and their infrastructure in Palestinian territory. The protestors questioned CNN 
correspondent Clarissa Ward for what they deem is a bias media coverage of the Israel-Palestine conflict.  

4) What is the woman in 
the video demanding of 
the CNN reporter? 

Bullet points fine for this response: 

5) What is a key line or 
two that stand(s) out to 
you? Do you agree with 
it? Disagree with it? 
Explain. 

Quote at least one line; explain why you chose it: 

6) What do both these 
interviews highlight 
about the role of 
journalists? What do 
you believe is the major 
responsibility of a 
journalist? Explain. 
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Tue, Oct 10, 2023 at 8:31 AM PDT (GMT-07:00)From: Joemy Ito-Gates 

Re: Hi and Meeting Request

To: Chris Albeck 

Hi Chris,

I've reached out to LESMCC about the talking points to see if they have a document, but in the meantime here are the folks I know of
so far who will be co-authoring curriculum with us and/or supporting the coordination with us:

Dr. Theresa Montano and Dr. Tricia Gallagher whom you both met (assisting with coordination)
Dr. Sean Arce will be supporting with the launch day and working with the high school team (will co-author if the 9th grade
team wants to rework a unit)
Christina Alaniz (linkedin profile) co-author the 4th and maybe 5th grade units
Ratha Kelly, San Diego Unified Ethnic Studies TSA will help to co-author the 4th and maybe 5th grade units
Brian Batugo, San Diego Unified Ethnic Studies Resource Teacher will help to co-author the 8th grade unit

There will be a couple of other people as well, but they are still finalizing other co-authoring folks from their Consortium who will be
directly collaborating with us.

This is a Q&A on their website, but I'll send along whatever they might share with me later today.

Some other points to share:

There is no evidence of LESMCC or their members being antisemitic
There is no evidence of any curriculum that LESMCC has produced or help to produce being antisemitic
LESMCC works with districts to write tailored curriculum for their specific community contexts

On a personal note, because I am in the ethnic studies community I know many of the LESMCC members personally and they are
truly inspiring, anti-racist scholars and activists who work directly in their communities to end all forms of oppression. It is my honor to
be collaborating with LESMCC this year.

More soon,
Joemy

On Tue, Oct 10, 2023 at 8:05 AM Chris Albeck  wrote:
Morning, Joemy.

Please see below.

Let me know if you have any responses that I can offer.

Thank you

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jill Hoogendyk
Date: Tue, Oct 10, 2023 at 8:00 AM
Subject: Re: Hi and Meeting Request
To: Chris Albeck 

Hi Chris -
Thanks for the materials.  From our earlier conversation, can you or Joemy please check with LES to see if they have any
talking points that they have developed re the concerns raised by members of the Jewish community?

Also, the outline of work contains a list of several members of the LES team.  Will they all be working with us?

Jill HoogendykCONFIDENTIAL / FOIA TREATMENT REQUESTED / FOR COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE ONLY
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Mon, Mar 18, 2024 at 7:44 AM PDT (GMT-07:00)From: Andrea Prichett 

[WILLARD] Willard Word: Guest Speaker from MECA TODAY 3-4pm

To: Willard Conference 

Good Morning all and sorry for the late notice!

Today after school, Zeiad Abbas Shamrouch, Executive Director of The Middle East Children's Alliance (MECA), will be
speaking in the Library about his organization and how it is supporting displaced people in Gaza. MECA was started right
here in Berkeley in 1988 by a Jewish American woman and former Berkeley School Board President Barbara Lubin.

Staff and students are welcome to attend to learn more and ask questions!

Please share this information with your students (I forgot to put it in the Willard Word)

Thanks,

Andrea

BUSD - 006708

CONFIDENTIAL / FOIA TREATMENT REQUESTED / FOR COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE ONLY




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































